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“The Earlville United Parish is a family of faith who reach in to take care of each other  

and reach out to grow God’s kingdom.”
 

A Message from the Pastor 
As I write this, Christmas is less than a week 

away and many of you won’t even get a chance 

to read this until Christmas is over. So, I imagine 

that, thanks to Christmas, most of you will end 

the year with some new “things” – new clothes, 

new toys for the kids, new tools, new toys for the 

adults, new pounds on our bodies and so on! We 

start the year off with new things, too—a new 

calendar on the wall, a new decade (!), new bills 

to pay, and new resolutions for the year ahead. 

Most everybody likes new things, including God. 

He’s called the Ancient of Days, but He says, 

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the 

past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs 

up; do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:18-19) 

God begins His book – our story - with the 

creation of a new world; He ends it with His plans 

to make a new heaven and new earth. 

God also wants to do new things in the lives of 

His children. He wants to teach us new truths 

about Himself, provide new opportunities for 

ministering to others, take us to new levels of 

worship and deeper levels of trust. But too often 

we’re like the Israelites when they were traveling 

in the wilderness. 

God promised to provide for them by raining 

down manna from heaven six days a week. He 

instructed them to gather only enough manna for 

each day, except for the day before the Sabbath 

when they were allowed to store up two days 

worth. When some of the people disobeyed and 

tried to hoard extra manna, it became rotten and 

full of worms by the next morning. 

You know, I can be like that sometimes, too. How 

about you? God wants to do new, fresh things in 

my life and in my ministry for Him. But often I 

try to hold on to yesterday’s stale manna. I don’t 

want to let go of what is comfortable and familiar 

– maybe old ways of thinking, a certain way of 

doing things, my usual way of serving Him. I may 

miss new and exciting things God has planned for  

me if I don’t fully trust His guidance, even when 

He seems to be leading me down unfamiliar 

paths. 

During our stewardship series this past fall we 

talked about our “new” goal for 2020 – being 

more consistent in fulfilling our membership 

vows of supporting God and the church with our 

prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. 

This may require some of us to do something 

“new” – whether that’s starting the habit of a 

daily prayer time, committing to attending 

worship regularly, increasing (or starting) in 

faithful giving, finding a new place to serve, or 

finally sharing our faith story with someone.  

Scripture speaks often of “newness.” In Ezekiel 

we read about God’s promise to give us “a new 

heart and a new spirit.” Paul says, “If anyone is 

in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, 

the new has come!” Colossians reminds us that 

we have taken off our “old self with its practices 

and put on the new self” and Ephesians also says 

we are to “be made new in the attitude of your 

minds; and to put on the new self, created to be 

like God in true righteousness and holiness.” 

So - a really good way for a child of God to 

celebrate the New Year is to let go of anything 

that has gone stale or rotten. Then we’ll be free 

to live each day expecting new, fresh things from 

the One who promises, “I am making everything 

new!” (Revelation 21:5) 

Speaking of new…I am doing “a new thing” in 

January. Many of you already know this, but I will 

be taking a month of spiritual renewal (re –

“new”– al!) leave beginning December 30th. This 

is something the United Methodist Church offers 

to its pastors periodically. After dealing with 

numerous family health issues this year, 

especially Randy’s, my district superintendent 

suggested I take advantage of the opportunity to 

rest, renew, and recharge both my body and 

spirit. So that’s what I’m going to do! You’ll still 

see me around town some, but I won’t be at the 
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church. Ray Rardin has graciously agreed to 

cover Sunday worship, Lance Smeins will do 

Wednesdays and lots of other folks are picking up 

extra tasks so that I can take this time off. I SO 

appreciate everyone who has been willing to step 

in! Also, if there is a pastoral emergency, please 

call either John Cannon, Parish Council chair, 

(563-542-7104) or Jacob Connolly, SPRC chair, 

(319-961-3444) and they will contact someone 

for you. Have a wonderful new year and I’ll see 

you in February! 

In Christ together, 

                                   Pastor Jill 
P.S. THANK YOU for the many cards, gifts and 

kind thoughts shared with us this Christmas! We 

are once again reminded how truly blessed we 

are to be serving with you as a part of this faith 

community. God be with you in 2020!            
 

Pastor Jill’s contact information: 
Home phone: 563-923-2312 

Cell phone: 563-419-1016 
e-mail: rjmack@iowatelecom.net 

    

 
 

Scripture List for January 
Scriptures for the next month are: 
Jan 5- Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20;      
Ephesians 1:30-14; John 1: (1-9), 10-18 

Jan 12- Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 
10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 
Jan 19- Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11;          

1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 
Jan 26- Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9;       

1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23 
 

Scripture List for February 
Scriptures for the next month are: 
Feb 2- Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15;1 Corinthians 

1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-2 
Feb 9- Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) Psalm 112:1-
9 (10); 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16); 

Matthew 5:13-20 
Feb 16- Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 

119:1-8; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 
5:21-37  
Feb 23- Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2; 2 Peter 

1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9 

Did you know that the church receives 

numerous copies of The Upper Room devotional? 

They are available at the welcome table in the 

dining room. A small donation to cover the cost is 

appreciated, but not required. Why not take 

advantage of these excellent materials for your 

daily devotional time? 

 

Ushers/Greeters and Liturgists for January 
If you cannot help on your assigned Sunday, please 

find your own substitute!  

Jan 5 - Ushers/Greeters: Jim & Connie 

Clifton  Liturgist: Melissa Dutra  
Jan 12 - Ushers/Greeters: Laurie Boies & 

Tristan Baker  Liturgist: Laurie Boies 
Jan 19 – Ushers/Greeters: Kent & Susie 
Salow   Liturgist: Susie Salow 

Jan 26 – Ushers/Greeters: Art & Kenda 
Gourley   Liturgist: Shannon Richardson 

 

Ushers/Greeters and Liturgists for February 
If you cannot help on your assigned Sunday, please 

find your own substitute!  

Feb 2 - Ushers/Greeters:  Matt & Jennifer 
Mineart   Liturgist: Randy Mack 

Feb 9 - Ushers/Greeters: Lance & Dawn 
Smeins  Liturgist: Lance Smeins 

Feb 16 – Ushers/Greeters: Dean & Teresa 
Conrad  Liturgist:  Teresa Conrad 
Feb 23 – Ushers/Greeters: Scott Henney 

& Alan Von Talge   Liturgist: Scott Henney 
 

Altar Flowers:  

January: Melissa Dutra       
February: Jim & Connie Clifton        

Communion Steward:  
January: Dawn Smeins        
February:  Virginia Von Talge 

 
INFORMATION FOR THE NEWSLETTER 

 Send your monthly reports for the newsletter to: 

eup91@iowatelecom.net or rjmack@iowatelecom.net or 

bring them to the church in a timely fashion. The 

deadline for any article is on the calendar. 

     We should have reports from the various committees 

who meet each month: the treasurer and the financial 

secretary so that we can keep the congregation up-to-

date and informed each month.  

     If you do not see a report in the newsletter that you 

feel should be there, contact the church office or let 

Pastor Jill know. Thank you for your cooperation in 

seeing that this is done.                               

 



Please keep our mailing list up-to-date! 

The Post Office will not forward our newsletters if the 

address is not correct. It also costs us every time a 

newsletter is returned with an incorrect address. We need 

the correct and current address. Please notify the church 

office by mail, phone, or e-mail if you or a family 

member move or will be gone for a season (such as 

going south for the winter.) We want to keep in touch 

with ALL our members and friends 

 

 
 

EUP Finance Report 
(November 30, 2019) 

 

EUP Finance Report (November 30, 2019) 
Checkbook Balance 10/31/19  $ 5,616.87 
Receipts        6,259.50 
Disbursements    - 8,417.63 
Checkbook Balance 11/30/19  $ 3,458.74 
 
Breakdown on Funds: 
General Fund     $ -1,403.85 
Christian Education           387.38 
After school program grant          444.41 
Library            168.60 
Memorial                    1,212.31 
Maintenance Fund        2,278.61 
Men’s Group           334.74 
Family Thank Offering                     15.00 
Women’s Bible Study            13.67 
Interest on checking             7.87 
* Checkbook Balance 11/30/19  $ 3,458.74 
 

* Balance includes the following subsidies from the 
Endowment Fund: 
Calendar year 2017 - $15,000.00 
Calendar year 2018 - $20,000.00 
Calendar year 2019 - $22,795.00 (To date) – 
Includes $15,000 subsidy for general fund and 
$7,795.00 for new furnace and air conditioner for 
the church. 
 

Just a reminder that there are auto-debit 

forms available in fellowship hall if you 

would like to have your offering 

automatically sent to the church from your 

checking or savings account. This would be 

a great help to the church! 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE 
Week of…   (includes Wednesdays) 

             Offerings     Attendance 

Nov. 24 Regular: $1361.00  20 

Dec. 1     Regular: $1723.00           27                                                 

Dec. 8  Regular: $1118.00  23 

Dec. 15 Regular: $2225.00  26 
          

NEEDED WEEKLY TO MEET THE BUDGET: $2183.25 

 

NOTE: At this point, most weeks we are 

receiving about half of what is needed to meet the 

budget. Please prayerfully consider what you can 

do to help keep the ministry of this church going 

and in good financial condition.  
 

W.O.W. ATTENDANCE 
Nov. 27 21       Dec. 11 22         

Dec.   4 30  Dec. 18 31 

 
 

W.O.W. 
 (Worship on Wednesdays) 

 
 

5:30 pm – free meal and fellowship time 

6:00 pm - Christian Education for all ages:  

Pre-K through adults 

7:00 pm – short, casual, contemporary worship 

 

 
 
 



GENEROUS GIVING: 

Firstfruits Giving 
Proverbs 3:1-10. “Honor the Lord with your 

wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops. . . .” 
 

Most of us have at one time or another given to 

“get”—or at least been enticed to do so. “Send us 

a hundred dollars,” says one evangelist, “and 

God will send you a check ten times as big.” One 

pastor, upon receiving that appeal, wrote back 

and said he didn’t have a hundred dollars to 

send. “However,” he wrote, “if you will send my 

church a hundred dollars, I’m sure you can count 

on receiving that check for a thousand dollars 

yourself!” Needless to say, the pastor received no 

more mailings from that evangelist!  
 

Unscrupulous appeals aside, the Bible does teach 

that we reap what we sow. That general principle 

applies also in the area of giving. “Honor the Lord 

with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your 

crops; then your barns will be filled to 

overflowing and your vats will brim over with new 

wine (Prov. 3:9-10).  
 

Our motive for giving must never be crass greed. 

Nevertheless, we reap what we sow. If we sow 

confidence and trust in God, we can expect to 

reap the harvest of God’s continued care in our 

lives. That’s the point of this proverb. Note that 

we are asked to honor God not just with our 

wealth, but with our firstfruits. Firstfruits refer to 

the portion of the Israelites’ crops that ripened 

early. This portion was to be presented to God. 

The people were commanded to give to the 

Levites the firstborn of their herds and flocks and 

the firstfruits of their grain, new wine, oil, and 

wool (Deut. 15:19; 18:4).  
 

Firstfruits are always the hardest to give to God. 

That’s because we want to give from what is left 

after the bills are paid. But giving God lastfruits 

doesn’t demonstrate our confidence in God as the 

one who fills our barns to overflowing with all 

that we truly need!  
 

Let’s step out in faith today. Let’s give God our 

firstfruits. We can be assured that God will not 

fail to provide for our needs.  
 

Something to Think About 
Look back over your experiences as giver and 

receiver. Have you experienced the sowing-

reaping principle in your own life? In what ways 

have your reaped a harvest from your financial 

stewardship to God’s kingdom? 
 

Reprinted by permission:  
Barnabas Foundation 

3801 Eagle Nest Drive, Suite B, Crete, IL 60417-1993 
www.BarnabasFoundation.com 

Night of the Nativity 
December 7, 2019 

 
The live nativity 

 

 
Lots of good music 

 

 
Beautiful nativity sets 

 

 
Food and fellowship 



 
 

Parish Council Meeting  

December 2, 2019 

The EUP Parish Council met on December 2, 

2019. Moderator Lance Smeins called the 

meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members present 

were:  Pastor Jill, Art Gourley, Lance Smeins, 

Shannon Richardson, Jake Connolly, Lisa 

Christopher, John Cannon, and Nikki Shaw.  

Lance S. opened with a prayer. 

Minutes of the last meeting were shared. Motion 

to approve was made by Shannon R.; seconded 

by Lisa C. 

Art G. presented the financial report. Motion to 

accept the financial report was made by John C.; 

seconded by Jake C.  

Old Business:   

We discussed the progress made on our 

Discipleship Pathways goal. We hope to have it 

ready to implement during Lent. 

 

New Business: 

We discussed the need to reapply for the 

Equitable Compensation Grant. It was decided to 

apply for it again this year.   

A discussion was also held about the 2020 Faith 

Commitment forms. It was decided to remind 

members again to turn them in if they haven’t 

already. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Trustees:  none 

Worship:  Met earlier to plan the Advent and 

Christmas services and will meet again in early 

February to plan Lent.  

SPRC:  No report 

Education: They are currently working on the 

Children’s Christmas program. Curriculum has 

been chosen for the new year. 

Memorial:  They purchased new candle holders 

and candles for the Christmas Eve service, as 

well as new Advent and Christ candles. 

Membership and Evangelism: Putting final 

touches on the Night of the Nativity for December 

7th. There will be a live nativity added to the 

event this year.   

ETC:  No report  

Endowment:  No report  

Nominations:  No report 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Jill will be taking 

spiritual renewal leave from December 30-

January 28. Ray Rardin and Lance Smeins will be 

covering worship and she has coverage arranged 

for pastoral emergencies. 

The next meeting will be held on Monday, 

January 20, 2020 at 7:00 pm. 

For the next meeting, Art G. will have the 

opening prayer and Nikki S. will have the closing 

prayer. 

John C. closed the meeting with prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nikki Shaw 

 

 



                     IMMEDIATE PRAYER REQUESTS 

Unstable political situations around the world; migrants and refugees fleeing war, persecution and 

poverty; situations of racism and violence in the US; victims of natural disasters; victims of violence and 

terrorist attacks; immigration issues in the U.S. and the plight of immigrant children; Carter Zapf; Lucas 

Baker; Karen & Don Reittinger; Gary Wilkinson (Laurie Boies’s cousin); Whitley (18 month old with 

cancer); Logan (second-grader with cancer); Mae Salow; Jeff Kelchen’s father; Bob Dutra; Joe Konzen; 

Chris Hucker; the family of John Wandrey; Dan Krogmann; Deb Lindenberg (friend of Pastor Jill and 

Randy); Lyle Orcutt 
CONTINUING PRAYERS 

Craig Wulfekuhle; Macy Jones; Jen Krogmann’s father; Vernon Buccholz (Teresa Rowland’s father); Bonnie 

Dzaboff; Zach Fisher; Sue Goldsmith; Joyce McAulay (Mike’s mom); Mike Long; our US troops 

 
THOSE IN UNIFORM 

Anthony Crawford (Cathy Hoeger’s son); Joseph Bebber (Shirley Edward’s son); Angelina Pedretti (Shirley 

Edward’s daughter); Eric Deutmeyer (Melissa Dutra’s nephew); Alex Digman (Missy Digman’s son) 

 
Every few months, if we are not informed of the condition of those on the  prayer list, their names will be removed. To get 

involved in the EUP Prayer Chain ministry, or for requests for prayer, please contact Alice Hunt at 923-4505 or Pastor 

Jill at 923-5460 (church), 923-2312 (home) or 563-419-1016(cell). 

 

LOCAL MEMBERS & FRIENDS IN NURSING HOMES AND ASSISTED LIVING CENTERS 
(In addition to your prayers, these people would surely welcome a visit or a note from you!) 

 

Lela Thomas, Good Neighbor Home 

105 McCarren Drive, Manchester, IA 52057 
 

Betty Salow, Good Neighbor Home 

105 McCarren Drive, Manchester, IA 52057 
 

Mary Lou Schmitz, Good Neighbor Home 

105 McCarren Drive, Manchester, IA 52057 

 

 



  

  2020 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   

 

 

 
1   Happy New Year! 

No  W.O.W. 
 
 

B: Charlotte Ford 

A: Leo & Traci Massman 

2 

 

 

 

 

B: Megan Connolly 

3 

 

 

 

 

B: Trevor Miller 

4 

 

 
 

 

5  
10 am - Worship 
w/communion 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

B:Darin Rausch 

   Carissa Sabers 

 

8            
W.O.W. 

5:30 pm-Meal 
6:00 pm- Christian Ed 

7:00 pm-Worship 
w/communion 

 

B: Kenda Gourley 

9 

 

 

 

 

B: Pat Young 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

B: Carl Sellner 

11 
 

  

 

 

 

12 
10 am – Worship;  
M&E mtg. following 

 

B: Terry Young 

13 
 
 
 

B: Bethany Shroyer 

14 

 

 

B: Colt Watson 

Tim Krogmann 

15        
W.O.W. 

5:30 pm-Meal 
6:00 pm-Christian Ed 

        7:00 pm-Worship 
 

16 

 

 

B: Sally Digman 

17 

 
 

18 
 

 

A: Lynn & Shirley 

Patrick 

19 
10 am - Worship  
 

 

20 
7 pm-Parish Council 
mtg. 

 
 

A: Shannon & Lois 

Richardson 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B: Becky Scherbring 

22          
W.O.W. 

          5:30 pm-Meal 
6:00 pm-Christian Ed 
   7:00 pm- Worship 

   

23 

 

 

 

 

24 
 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B: Jennifer Betts 

26  
10 am - Worship  

 

 

 

B: Deb Ries 

 

27 

 

 

 

 

B: Duane Robinson 

28 

 

 

 

B: Alyssa Sellner 

     Sam Shroyer 

29            
W.O.W. 

5:30 pm-Meal 
6:00 pm-Christian Ed 

7:00 pm-Worship  
 

B: Royce Henney 

30 
 
5:30 pm- Worship 
committee mtg. 

 

 

B: Lynn Smith 

31 

 

 

 

 

B: Dean Conrad 

 

 



 

  2020 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

   1 

 
 

 

2 
9 am–Adult Sunday School  
10 am-Worship 
w/communion  

                       
 

B: Nyle Robinson 

A: Art & Kenda Gourley 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B: Shelli Wilson 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

5              
W.O.W. 

5:30 pm-Meal 
6:00 pm- Christian Ed 

7:00 pm-Worship 
w/communion 

 

B: Cade Kelchen 

6 

 

 

 

 

B: Jim Laxson 

    Jean Barrett 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

B: Nicole Pelton 

8 
 

 

 

  

 

B: Zachery Digman 

 

9   
9 am–Adult Sunday School  
10 am-Worship; 
 M&E mtg. following 
 

 

B: Mike Becker 

10 

 

 
 

 

B: Greg Hunt 

11 

 

 

 

B: Bruce Houlton 

A: Jim & Connie 

Clifton 

12       
W.O.W. 

5:30 pm-Meal 
6:00 pm-Christian Ed 

7:00 pm- Worship 

13 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

 
 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

B: Sharon Fiedler 

16 
9 am –Adult Sunday School  
10 am- Worship  

 
 

 

17 

 
 

B: Macy Deutmeyer 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

19   Newsletter Deadline 
 

W.O.W. 
          5:30 pm-Meal 

6:00 pm-Christian Ed 
   7:00 pm- Worship 

 

20 

 

 

 

B: Duncan Smeins 

     Shea Burcham 

21 
 

 

B: Laurie Boies   

22 
 

B: Keith Boies      

Georgia Hunt 

Julie Diesch 

Tyler Mineart 

 

23   
9 am–Adult Sunday School 
10 am-Worship  

 
 

B: Mark Helmrichs 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B: Lucas Johnson 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B: Mariah Mack 

     Maranda Ford 

26     
W.O.W. 

5:30 pm-Meal 
6:00 pm-Christian Ed 

7:00 pm- Ash 
Wednesday Worship  

 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B: Scott Henney 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B: Gregory Betts 

29 

 

 


